
 

April 9, 2020 

Dear Woodland Families, 
I want to begin by extending a genuine thank you for your understanding and patience as we navigate this new world of 
Remote Learning. We officially have two weeks under our belts and this message is simply to check in and let you know 
we will continue to communicate with you and support our families and students in every way we can.    

As with any major change to a system, some bumps in the road are to be expected, and we are working to address and 
resolve them as quickly as possible. Please know that our staff will be flexible and patient with students during this 
challenging time. They have been working tirelessly to adjust our operations to support district-wide remote learning in a 
very short period of time. As our entire nation responds to this challenging global pandemic, we have come together as a 
learning community in a big way to support our students.  

We know that every family is impacted in different ways navigating these uncertain times. Teachers are trying to teach in 
a virtual environment for the first time, while also taking care of their own families. Parents are trying to support Remote 
Learning for their children for the first time, while also working from home. Some of you are first responders, medical 
professionals, and other essential workers who are needed on the front lines. Some of you may be worried about loved 
ones becoming sick, worried about loss of wages, or running low on necessary supplies. No matter what this experience 
has been like in your household, we know that everyone is doing the best they can. 

We care about minimizing the disruption to your child’s education, but we also understand that you are making tough 
decisions on how best to prioritize for your family. As the school district, we want to have reasonable expectations for our 
students who are dealing with many things right now. From our 8th graders wondering how many year-end celebrations 
and milestones will be impacted, to our younger learners that aren’t used to working on a Chromebook at all, let alone 
from home - we are thinking about you! For the frustrated parent who “didn’t learn long division this way” or to the 
caretaker who after a long day at work needs someone to take care of them, and does not have the energy to serve the 
perfect dinner - you are doing a great job. There are plenty of ways to solve math problems, and sometimes dinner is a 
bowl of cereal - and that is ok.  

Overall, this has been a trying time in many ways. Yet, despite the challenges you are facing, amazing things are 
happening too. Thank you for your patience and the wonderful support you are showing Woodland teachers. Thank you 
for truly being our partner in your child’s education. Thank you for teaching your kids how to see the positive when facing 
hard times. I’ve said it before, but we are all gaining strength from each other right now, and I’ve never been more proud 
to be part of this district.  

I thank you for your continued trust and words of encouragement. Together we find our way forward each day. I will 
provide new updates regarding distance learning and the status of schools reopening as soon as they become available. 

Your partner in education  

 

Dr. Lori Casey, Acting Superintendent 
Woodland District 50 
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